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March 2000 has been declared Seagrass Awareness Month by Monroe County Mayor Freeman. The month-long dedication was proclaimed because seagrassses in our local waters are unnecessarily being destroyed by boat propeller damage and boat groundings. In Monroe County alone, there are over 30,000 acres of damaged grassbeds. This represents the loss of valuable habitat for pink shrimp, spiny lobsters, and many recreational and commercial fish species. Boaters should be aware and use care especially when boating in shallow waters. If you would like to find out more about protecting our seagrass communities, contact your local Florida Keys National Marine

Sanctuary office at 852-7717 ext. 30.
